HAKA Music – Trance Dance

Group members: 
……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….
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What will I be doing in this module?
	Learning about the different elements of Trance Music

	Listening to different examples of Trance Music and Trance DJs

	Developing your Logic skills

	Using a MIDI controller keyboard

	Exploring composition

	Exploring the music industry

	Self and peer assessment


List as many famous DJs you can think off that work in clubs and on radio stations – do any of them DJ trance music?

	DJ Name


	Trance Music?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Listening to the following DJs perform and answer the questions about the music:

DJ Tiesto

1. Is it highly energetic or very relaxed?

2. Is it epic sounding, similar to classical music?

3. What type of effects and filters do you think are being applied to the mix of the Trance track you are listening to?

4. What instrumentation is used to create riffs or hooks in the music? 

Paul Oakenfold

1. Is it highly energetic or very relaxed?

2. Is it epic sounding, similar to classical music?

3. What type of effects and filters do you think are being applied to the mix of the Trance track you are listening to?

4. What instrumentation is used to create riffs or hooks in the music? 

Sasha

1. Is it highly energetic or very relaxed?

2. Is it epic sounding, similar to classical music?

3. What type of effects and filters do you think are being applied to the mix of the Trance track you are listening to?

4. What instrumentation is used to create riffs or hooks in the music? 

Now answer these general questions about trance music:

1. What BPM range does it commonly falls between and how do you know?

2. Circle the words you feel best describe the bass in a typical Trance track?

Pumping

travelling
rolling

off-beat
solid

powerful

3. What other genres of music do you think Trance music is like?

4. Which is more common: long breakdowns or long build-ups?

5. What elements of the Trance track are designed for the dance floor audience?

Trance Composing Tasks

The assessment for this project is a trance composition created using the Roland midi controller and Logic Pro. You will work in pairs and each lesson you will add more parts to your composition by following tasks in order.

Task 1 – Use the ‘Programming a Trance drumbeat’ worksheet to input it into Logic using the midi controller. Use a trance drum kit from the Ultrabeat synthesiser. Copy and paste your drumbeat for as long as you want.

Task 2 – Choose two or three chords from the ‘Trance Chords’ worksheet. You must have at least one major and one minor chord. As a pair decide on how often the chords will change, what instrument sound will be used (synth pad or strings) and then input them into Logic using the midi controller. Your chords will play at the same time as the drum beat you have already programmed in. Add reverb and/or delay to your chords if the sound doesn’t already have them.

Task 3 – From the sample bank of 6 different drum sounds/beats (Go to the Shared area W drive, K Music, Trance Sounds) choose two or three and copy them into your area. Give each one a name you will remember. Add these varying rhythms to your chords (the chords repeat over and over). You can drag these samples onto an audio track.

Task 4 – In your groups discuss the type of Trance track you want to make and go on to YouTube to research and decide on some sounds you have heard in Trance Music that you are going to try and replicate and add to your production. You will have 10 minutes to do this.

Task 5 - Add a bass line to your trance track. Use a synth bass sound. Think about the chord you have used; the bass pitches should go with that chord.

Task 6 – Add some arpeggiated patterns. Use the ‘Arpeggiated chords’ worksheet to help you play arpeggios for the chord you have used. Use a synth lead sounds.

Task 7 – Add some riffs and/or hooks using synth lead and bass sounds.

Task 8 – Add some ambient sounds. You can use some of the synth samples found in the Shared area W drive, K Music, Trance Sounds. Before you use them make sure you copy the ones you want into your documents. You should also find some ambient sounds within Logic Pro.

Task 9 – Add some repetitive vocals. You can use some of the vocal samples found in the loop menu or record your own. Arrange a time with your teacher to do this.

Task 10 – Structure your trance track into sections. Have a clear intro and make sure each section develops into the next. Make sure you have an ending that makes your piece sound final. You whole track should be at least 2 minutes long but not longer than 4 minutes.

Task 11 – Explore how the music industry promotes and sells music records. Find a song that has made good use of promotional material. Decide how they want to promote their trance track and create the promotional material (adverts, posters, visuals etc.).

Task 12 – Mix down your trance tack to MP3.

Task 13 – Perform your trance track to the class.

Trance Structure Guide

Task 10 – Structure your trance track into sections. Have a clear intro and make sure each section develops into the next. Make sure you have an ending that makes your piece sound final. You whole track should be at least 2 minutes long but not longer than 4 minutes.

Intro - Your programmed drum beat, chords and bassline. You might also have ambient noise.

Breakdown - Your drum beat stops and your chords and bassline continue. The drum beat will then build up into a release.

Release - Your drum beat or drum samples  drop in. Your chords and bassline continue. You also start adding a riffs hook, arpeggiated patterns  and repetitive vocal samples.

Outro - So you use your drum beat, chords and bassline from the intro with hints of the hook and arpeggiated patterns. Add cymbal crashes. You may also have ambient noise. The instruments drop out one at a time to leave the drum beat to fade.

Programming a Trance Drum Beat (Tempo = 130 BPM)
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Choose two or three of the following chords to use in your trance composition. At least one must be a major chord and at least one must be a minor chord.

C Major = C E G
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F Major = F A C
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G Major = G B D
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D Minor = D F A
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E Minor = E G B
[image: image6.png]



A Minor = A C E
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Add arpeggiated patterns to your trance track. Find the two or three chords you have used below to see how you should play in its arpeggiated pattern. Use a synth lead sound. 
C Major = C E G C G E C
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F Major = F A C F C A F
[image: image9.jpg]I i

i





G Major = G B D
G D B G
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D Minor = D F A D A F D
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E Minor = E G B E B G E
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A Minor = A C E A E C A
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Trance Music Composition Log

	Task


	How have you used music technology to create this part?
	Additional info (details of effects, instrumentation, track no., etc)

	Task 1

Programming a trance drum beat
Date:
	
	

	Task 2

Inputting two or three sustained chords

Date:
	
	

	Task 3

Adding drum samples

Date:
	
	

	Task 4

The type of trance track you want to make

Date:
	
	


	Task


	How have you used music technology to create this part?
	Additional info (details of effects, instrumentation, track no., etc)

	Task 5
Adding a bass line

Date:

	
	

	Task 6
Adding arpeggiated patterns

Date:


	
	

	Task 7

Adding in riffs and/or hooks

Date:
	
	

	Task 8

Adding in ambient sounds

Date:
	
	

	Task


	How have you used music technology to create this part?
	Additional info (details of effects, instrumentation, track no., etc)

	Task 9

Adding repetitive vocals

Date:
	
	


	Music Element
	Notes



	Structure
How have you structured your trance track?

	How many sections, what musical material you have used in them, how long are the sections etc.?


	Promotional material
How are you going to promote your trance track?
	Advertising, video, CD cover etc.?




Performing Trance Music 

Peer Appraisal

As each group presents their Trance track including the promotional material you will need to complete this task. Your group will have ‘£1000’ to spend on the pieces played today; you must spread this across all the pieces. As a group you need to imagine you are a record store looking to buy the rights of trance music and promotional material and must decide on how much you will spend on each of the tracks. Once you have ‘experienced’ each group’s performance fill out the table below.

	Composers
	Promotional material they created
	How much would you buy their track for?

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£


	Composers
	Promotional material they created
	How much would you buy their track for?

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£


Self-Evaluation

	Describe the process in which you created your trance track and promotional material:




	How do the musical and promotional components of the track interact and support each other?




	How do you think your music had an impact on the audience?




	How much did your trance track sell for in total (all groups added together – the teacher will add them up and tell you your price)?

£
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