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Contents and Requirements
	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P1
	Identify roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles
	M1
	Describe roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles
	D1
	Justify roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles

	P2
	Demonstrate some of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble. 
	M2
	Demonstrate all of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble.
	D2
	Demonstrate all of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble, with confidence and commitment.

	P3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in ensemble performances.
	M3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in effective ensemble performances with confidence.
	D3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in effective ensemble performances with confidence and creativity.

	P4
	Demonstrate some employability skills in ensemble activities.
	M4
	Demonstrate a range of employability skills in ensemble activities.
	D4
	Demonstrate a wide range of employability skills effectively in ensemble activities.


LEARNING OUTCOMES:

On completion of this unit a learner should:

1. Understand different musical ensembles and the roles within them

2. Know how to devise, plan and prepare for a performance as part of an ensemble

3. Be able to present an ensemble performance

4. Demonstrate employability skills in ensemble activities.
Tasks
You are required to complete a folder portfolio which will be handed in by FRIDAY 16th July 2010.
To complete this portfolio you will need to complete all four pass criteria and be part of a musical ensemble on a long term basis.  
Scenario/Vocational context: The task for PMD1 relates to gaining knowledge of and interviewing active working members in the Music industry. The trips to BPM festival at the NEC Birmingham - Kirklees college and to the Two Valleys radio station will also help place this work in a vocational context. The performance task at a concert of course is a real life performance event.

Working as a Musical Ensemble
This unit is delivered as a project and will feed into Unit 1 and 4.  You will be composing pieces that potentially could be performed by your group and if suitable it could go onto the CD that you will be creating.  It will involve working alongside professional musicians and other professionals in the music industry.

The purpose of this unit is to develop the musical skills of performing and being part of a musical group.  You will develop:
· Working as part of a group
· Musicality skills
· Being creative
· Performing skills
You are being assessed on your musical ability in this unit. 
On the completion on this unit you will have:
1. Researched and identified different ensemble groups
2. Know the different roles that each member of the group has
3. Take part in regular ensemble practises
4. Know how to communicate with other members of your group
5. Take part in a group performance
6. Communicate with the audience when performing confidently as part of a group
Your UNIT 6 Portfolio will be dependent on the role you take in the production process.  It may include evidence like:

· Notes of meetings
· Rehearsal timetables/logs

· Rehearsal recordings and performances

· Floor plans and studio layouts

· Photographic evidence of your role process

· Scores/lead sheets/screen shots

· Health and Safety risk assessments

· Annotated equipment diagrams and lists

· Rehearsal / concert programmes

Your portfolio will be taken in for Interim Assessment on the following date:

Friday 18th May 2012 ie after the spring concert

The final deadline will be FRIDAY 16th JULY 2012
Helpful hints:
· Always meet the deadlines to ensure feedback

· Ensure that you are meeting with your ensemble on a regular basis and a record is kept

· All communication is logged and your input is noted
· You all take part and pull your weight
Assignment Outline
Complete this booklet and you will have evidence for the following criteria:

	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P1
	Identify roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles
	M1
	Describe roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles
	D1
	Justify roles and responsibilities of members of music ensembles


1. What is an ensemble? (Write your answer in a full sentence)

SOURCE: The website/web address I used to find this information was:

You must get into the habit of writing down all websites/web addresses/books and CD’s that you use throughout the BTEC course.

2. Complete the wordsearch:  What are the 10 musical ensembles in the grid?

	Z
	C
	R
	R
	E
	B
	M
	A
	H
	C

	O
	R
	P
	O
	P
	G
	R
	O
	U
	P

	I
	P
	O
	B
	X
	W
	I
	D
	I
	Q

	R
	T
	G
	C
	A
	U
	Y
	N
	C
	U

	T
	E
	H
	F
	K
	L
	P
	A
	U
	I

	Z
	U
	G
	G
	G
	B
	D
	B
	O
	N

	Z
	D
	O
	I
	R
	T
	A
	D
	O
	T

	A
	G
	A
	M
	A
	L
	A
	N
	C
	E

	J
	F
	A
	P
	V
	E
	E
	I
	D
	T

	Q
	U
	A
	R
	T
	E
	T
	W
	B
	B


3. All of the words below are different types of musical ensembles. They all belong to a type of ensemble. Match up the musical ensembles with the type of ensemble that they are by using the correct colour. 
	Type of ensemble
	Colour

	Classical Ensemble
	Blue

	Rock/Pop/Jazz Ensemble
	Red

	World Music Groups
	Green

	General Ensembles
	Yellow


	Ensemble
	Colour
	Type of ensemble

	African Drumming
	
	

	Barbershop 
	
	

	Big Band
	
	

	Chamber
	
	

	Choir
	
	

	Duet
	
	

	Folk Band
	
	

	Gamelan
	
	

	Jazz Trio
	
	

	Marching Band
	
	

	Orchestra
	
	

	Pop Group
	
	

	Quartet
	
	

	Quintet
	
	

	Rock Band
	
	

	Samba Band
	
	

	Steel Pan Band
	
	

	Trio
	
	

	Wind Band
	
	


Place this task in your portfolio folder.

4. Select FOUR of the musical ensembles (from the list above) and describe them.
 Ensemble


    Description






	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


5. Select FOUR different musical ensembles and explain what happens in each one.

MUSICAL ENSEMBLE:

PICTURE FROM THE INTERNET:

www.

EXPLANATION

MUSICAL ENSEMBLE:

PICTURE FROM THE INTERNET:

www.

EXPLANATION
MUSICAL ENSEMBLE:

PICTURE FROM THE INTERNET:

www.

EXPLANATION
MUSICAL ENSEMBLE:

PICTURE FROM THE INTERNET:

www.

EXPLANATION
6. In a musical ensemble, every performer has an important part to play.  Complete the ‘spider diagram below to identify the different roles within musical ensembles:
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7. Select FOUR different roles within musical ensembles from the last task and describe them below.

Role


    Description






	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


8. In each picture below, a member of the ensemble has been highlighted because they have a specific part to play within the ensemble. Identify their role and describe what they do within the ensemble.







Directions for labelling the layout of the orchestra:
You are the conductor and can see all of the instruments in the orchestra.
The percussion and the timpani sit at the very back row of the orchestra. 
The harp occupies the smallest space and the 1st violins sit at the front, next to the harp. The 2nd violins sit next to the 1st. The violas are directly in front of you. Double basses are behind the cellos and finish the string section (which is the largest).
The flutes are behind the violas to the left. The oboes sit next to the flutes and are directly in front of the bassoons. The clarinets sit next to the bassoons and are in front of the horns. The trombones and tuba sit a row behind the bassoons to the right. The trumpets sit next to them.



Answer the following questions about the orchestra.

a) Why does the conductor stand in the centre of the orchestra?

b) Why are the percussion instruments at the back of the orchestra?

c) If you were organising the orchestra, would you keep the woodwind and brass instruments in the same place or would you swap them around? (Give a reason for your answer)

d) Which instrument do all of the other instruments ‘tune-up’ to?

e) In your own words, explain why a conductor is needed in some ensembles.

f) In your own words, give three examples of ensembles that do not need a conductor and explain why.

Scenario:  You are a journalist for a music magazine.  You are researching and writing an article on a variety of musical ensembles.
Your article must be interesting, so you must choose one classical ensemble, one from the world of rock, pop or jazz, and one from world music ensemble on which to focus.
Your article should include:
· Pictures of each ensemble

· A description of one piece you’ve listened to/watched played by each ensemble (e.g. DVD of a rock concert, samba band rehearsal, live orchestral performance)

· An explanation of how the ensemble works (e.g. does it have a leader? Are the rehearsals formal or just ‘get-togethers’? Does the leader play or just conduct?) Include some information about the different roles within ensembles. 
Task:  Know the roles and responsibilities of members of musical ensembles.
Video Interview: with Mark Bentham – Musical Director of Pemberton Old Brass Band Wigan.
· Roles within a musical ensemble: performer eg instrumentalist, vocalist, backing vocalist; leader eg conductor, chorus master, bandmaster, section leader, leader of the orchestra; musical director

· Responsibilities within a musical ensemble: time keeping/reliability; performers eg maintenance of personal instruments/equipment, carrying spares/supplementary equipment such as leads, plectrums, strings,reeds, valve-oil, rosin and mutes; 
· Individual rehearsal prior to group rehearsal; attending rehearsals; musical communication; contributing to development of team; discussions; leaders eg preparing rehearsal schedules, attending rehearsals, musical interpretation of pieces, keeping players together; musical director eg choosing material, overall vision for concert; managers.



Task : Video Interview with Mark Bentham-Musical Director Pemberton Old Band, Wigan. Criteria: P1,M1,D1


1. Which ensemble are you involved in and what is your musical role?
2. What responsibilities go with this role?
3. How often does your group rehearse?
4. How many members make up your band?
5. What do you do during rehearsals?
6. What do you do during performances?
7. What are your responsibilities outside of rehearsal and performance?
8. What preparation work does a conductor need to do?
9. Why is your role essential to the smooth running of the ensemble?
10. Which parts of the job are the most difficult?

Homework: type up your 1st video interview in a word doc and send to m.bentham@holmfirthhigh.co.uk before the Easter holidays. Your work will be assessed and returned to you after the Easter holidays when you can carry out any improvements required.


Task 2: Type up another interview as at least 2 different musicians need to be interviewed for criteria P1,M1, and D1. Learners should interview another active ensemble musician of their choice using similar questions as above. 

Email your work to: m.bentham@holmfirthhigh.co.uk before the May spring bank Holidays. Your work will be assessed and returned after the Holidays when you can carry out any improvements required before final submission.
 
Complete this section of the booklet to provide evidence for:

	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P2
	Demonstrate some of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble.
	M2
	Demonstrate all of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble.
	D2
	Demonstrate all of the processes required in the effective preparation of music performances as a member of a musical ensemble, with confidence and commitment.


Task 3:  Be able to prepare for performances as part of an ensemble
Initial considerations when devising a performance: venue; type of audience; timescales and deadlines; personnel eg number of performers, instruments available, level of performers’ ability; repertoire suitable for ensemble.

Planning, preparing and rehearsing: scheduling, rehearsal programmes; practical considerations; room bookings; technical requirements eg ordering music/scores for performers; delegating responsibilities; employing rehearsal techniques appropriate for the type of ensemble

Homework Task: Unit 6 ensemble Task 1: criteria P2,M2,D2 
Answer the following questions and email your word doc to m.bentham@holmfirthhigh.co.uk 

1. When and where is the concert at which your group is performing taking place? 

2. How long do you have to prepare? 

3. How many pieces of repertoire are needed and what songs have you decided to perform and why? 

4. Write down the names and roles of your group members? 

5. Describe how have the group decided on the chosen repertoire? 

6. What issues problems have you encountered in working as a group? 

7. Try to think ahead. What issues may arise as you rehearse over a period of time moving toward the concert date? 

8. How are you going to learn the songs ready for performance? Sheet music, music websites ie Songsterr. 

9. What rehearsal techniques both individually and as a group will you employ? Eg  learn from listening to a recording? 

10. What preparation will you need to do as an individual to make sure you contribute successfully to group performance? 

Email your work to m.bentham@holmfirthhigh.co.uk 
before February half term holidays. It will be returned to you when you can carry out any improvements required before final submission.

Complete this section of the booklet to provide evidence for:

	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P3
	demonstrate the musical,

presentation and musical

communication skills required in ensemble performances
	M3
	demonstrate the musical,

presentation and musical

communication skills

required in effective

ensemble performances with confidence
	D3
	demonstrate the musical,

presentation and musical

communication skills required

in effective ensemble

performances, with

confidence and creativity


9. Who is in your group


10. Take a photograph of your ensemble and insert it below:

11. There are many places within the school that it would be suitable for a concert.  List as many as you can below:

· E.g The main school hall

12. Following a discussion with your group, which venue would be most suitable for you to perform in and why?

13. What type of audience would you expect to attend your concert? (think about age/sex/musical interest)
14. How much time do you think you need to be ready for a concert?

15. Complete the following grid:

  Student Name
 
    Role within the ensemble (what are they responsible for?)
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


16. In the space below, write down a list of all of the equipment that your group will need to complete an ensemble rehearsal. (You can include pictures of the equipment in this space)
17. In the space below, write down a list of all of the equipment that your group will need to complete a concert performance. (You can include pictures of the equipment in this space)
18. Using the timetable below, identify times that you would be able to rehearse. (Remember that you will be able to complete some work on your own).
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	
	

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	
	

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	
	

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	
	

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	
	

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	
	

	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	
	

	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	
	

	After School
	After School
	After School
	After School
	After School
	
	


19. Using the timetable below, identify times that your ensemble/group would be able to rehearse.
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday

	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	Before school
	
	

	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 1
	
	

	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 2
	
	

	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 3
	
	

	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 4
	
	

	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 5
	
	

	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 6
	
	

	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 7
	
	

	After School
	After School
	After School
	After School
	After School
	
	


20. The Music Department has a booking form that needs to be completed by different groups that want to practice. (This form must be completed to avoid disappointment!) Which member of your group will be responsible for completing this booking form?
21. When you rehearse for the first time include two photographs below. One photograph should be of you and one photograph should be of your group.

22. Every performer needs to prepare physically and mentally before a rehearsal takes place. How are you going to make sure that you are ready for a rehearsal?

· Include a warm-up exercise sheet that you are using

· Include a scale sheet that you are using

· Include pictures of how you warm up physically
· Explain how you are going to set up the equipment before a rehearsal

· Explain how you are going to focus/prepare yourself before a rehearsal
23. How do you communicate with each other in your group?
24. Write down a list of songs that you would like to perform in your ensemble. 
E.g. My Heart Will Go On by Celine Dion
25. Discuss your list with other people in your ensemble/group and write down a list of songs that you all agree on performing in the concert.

E.g. Samba Rhythms (in Rondo Form)

26. Write down some of the improvements you have made to your concert performance songs

 as you have rehearsed them. These improvements should be individual and group improvements.
27. What are your strengths when you are working as an ensemble?

28. What are your weaknesses when you are working as an ensemble?

29. What would you like to improve by working as a member of an ensemble?
Also complete this next section to provide extra evidence for:

	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in ensemble performances.
	M3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in effective ensemble performances with confidence.
	D3
	Demonstrate the musical presentation and musical communication skills required in effective ensemble performances with confidence and creativity.


30. You will be recorded working as a member of an ensemble.

Scenario: You are part of a fly-on-the-wall documentary for the BBC about how musicians work together as an ensemble. The cameraman will want to film a rehearsal or two for his final editing process.
He will need to see the following for different sections of his programme:

Part 1: Planning a concert

· Discussions and decisions about venue, type of audience, repertoire, timescales and deadlines; who is going to do what (organisation and performance)

· Drawing up a rehearsal programme together; booking rooms; deciding what technical equipment you need.

Part 2: Rehearsing for a concert

· Basic rehearsal techniques; how do you communicate with each other, making creative decisions about the music and showing initiative.
Scenario: You are going to perform in a concert that will help the school to raise money for the World Challenge Trip.

You need to demonstrate the following skills:

· Perform confidently as part of an ensemble

· Communicate musically with other members of the ensemble.

31. You will perform in a concert as a member of an ensemble. Include a picture below and include a recording of the performance on Video / DVD.
32. Complete this section to provide evidence for:

	To achieve a pass grade the evidence must show that the learner is able to:
	To achieve a merit grade the evidence must show that , in addition to the pass criteria, the learner is able to:
	To achieve a distinction grade the evidence must show that in addition to the pass and merit criteria, the learner is able to:

	P4
	Demonstrate some employability skills in ensemble activities.
	M4
	Demonstrate a range of employability skills in ensemble activities.
	D4
	Demonstrate a wide range of employability skills effectively in ensemble activities.


Employability skills: 

Your teacher will collect evidence using video/audio and written observations of Employability skills looking at the following:

reliability; good time keeping; positive attitude; 
focus; enthusiasm; motivation; 
making a contribution to the set tasks; 
respect for others’ opinions; 
being supportive of others; 
negotiation through reasoned argument; 
responding to feedback; taking advice/direction

Final Homework Task Unit 6 Working as Ensemble: 

Be able to demonstrate employability skills through participation in musical

ensemble activities

Employability skills: reliability; good time keeping; positive attitude; focus; enthusiasm; motivation; making a

contribution to the set tasks; respect for others’ opinions; being supportive of others; negotiation through

reasoned argument; responding to feedback; taking advice/direction
Task 4: Type up in a word doc an evaluation of the Employability skills you have used and displayed during your work with your ensemble group including your concert performance. Include examples of the following:


1. Good time keeping/ attendance for rehearsals.
2. Positive attitude in rehearsals!
3. Good focus/motivation to work/ rehearse.
4. Enthusiasm ie making a contribution to repertoire, and playing an active role in rehearsals.
5. Respect for others ie listening to their point of view, responding to comments/feedback from other group members or from a teacher. 

Email your finished evaluation to m.bentham@holmfirthhigh.co.uk before the summer holidays. 

Thanks Mr.Bentham



Name: ___________________________________





Class: ___________________


Unit 6:





BTEC First level 2 extended certificate  in Music.








Working as a Musical Ensemble





Holmfirth High School


Music Department


BTEC MUSIC





Roles within musical ensembles





1. The role of this member of the ensemble is: 





Description of what they do.





Description of what they do.





2. The role of this member of the ensemble is: 





Description of what they do.





3. The role of this member of the ensemble is: 





Description of what they do.





4. The role of this member of the ensemble is: 





Description of what they do.





5. The role of this member of the ensemble is: 





Woodwind





Percussion





Strings





Brass








� EMBED PBrush ���





Weeks





Days





Hrs
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