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MUSPRA 225 – Podcast Production

Credit Value: 8

Unit Aim: The purpose of this unit is to introduce the concept of podcasting production, research hosting techniques and develop skills in content and themes. The aim of the unit is to produce a podcast with music software and assess the success of the production.

	Lesson
	Objectives
	Outline
	Resources
	Assessment Criteria

	1
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand what a podcast is

· Understand the requirements of this unit
	Introduce the unit

Gauge pupils current understanding of podcasts

Listen to examples of radio podcasts

Distribute Podcast Production Assessment Criteria and unit Spec.

Discuss the possible rationale of the podcast


	BBC website example podcasts

Podcast Production worksheet
	1.1

	2
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand what the rationale for their podcast is


	Discuss the rationale for the podcast and define the following:

a. the subject/topic

b. the use and style of music

c. the target audience

d. the content (e.g. reviews, life style issues etc.


	
	1.1

	3
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand how the podcast content will fit into the 10-15 minute time limit


	Discuss and produce a basic timeline that will act as a plan for the podcast
	
	1.1

	4
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to produce the various elements that make up a Podcast


	Recorded Speech:

Research the use of speech in podcasts

Produce and record a spoken introduction to the Podcast outlining what the audience is about to hear

Produce and record a spoken introduction to each of the different elements in the Podcast 

Produce and record a spoken sign off for the Podcast thanking the audience for listening


	
	1.2a

	5
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to produce the various elements that make up a Podcast


	Jingle, Sound FX:

Research Podcast jingles and sound effects by listening to various Podcasts

Produce and record at least one jingle; making use of your preferred instrument and yours or someone else’s voice compose a melodic jingle complete with lyrics

Produce and record one sound effect; using a computer to find sound effects on the internet or using a synthesiser


	
	1.2b

	6
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to produce the various elements that make up a Podcast


	Relevant Music:

Source and record/reformat relevant pre-recorded music that is required for the podcast, this may include;

Pupils recording of their own bands performance

Pupils favourite song or song from favourite artist


	
	1.2c

	7
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand how and why ducking is used in Podcasts and radio programmes


	Ducking:

Listen to examples of how ducking is used in commercial Podcasts and radio

Explain how ducking works and discuss why pupils think it is used

Discuss how pupils could make use of this function in the podcasts they are producing

Demonstrate how ducking can be achieved using the Sonar software


	
	1.2d

	8
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to produce the various elements that make up a Podcast


	Interview:

Research interviews and interview techniques used in Podcasts

Brainstorm interview ideas

Write a list of possible interview questions

Produce a script for the interview

Practise the interview using a fellow pupil getting them to answer in the relevant way but also giving some unexpected answers 

Brainstorm all possible answers to questions and produce follow-up questions and prepare more probing questions for an unresponsive interviewee


	
	1.2e

	9
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand how and why markers are used in Podcasts


	Markers:

Listen to examples of how markers are used in commercial Podcasts 

Explain how markers work and discuss why pupils think it is used

Discuss how pupils could make use of this function in the podcasts they are producing

Demonstrate how markers can be created using the Sonar software


	
	1.2f

	10
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to produce the various elements that make up a Podcast


	Accompanying Art:

Plan and design accompanying artwork to go with the Podcast;

Research other Podcast artwork

Consider the subject/topic of the Podcast when designing your artwork

Make you design relevant to the Podcast content

Create the artwork using digital art or draw your artwork and scan it in

Save the artwork as a JPEG file


	
	1.2g

	11-13
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· How to sequence the various elements that make up a Podcast

· How to use ducking

· How to use markers


	Sequencing the Podcast:

Using Sonar import all of the audio files that have been created onto a separate audio track

Normalise all of the audio files to approx -2.0dB

Turn off the ‘snap to grid’ function and manoeuvre the audio files to where you want them to sound, using your timeline as reference

Where necessary use the ducking function to fade the audio tracks in and out

Where appropriate use compression to smooth the dynamics of the audio files

Where appropriate use effects such as reverb to enliven the audio recordings

Master the whole recording by bouncing it down to one stereo track

Add markers at relevant points such as at the start of the pre-recorded piece of music and/or start of the interview

Export the stereo track as a m4a file and save on the network drive


	
	1.2

1.2d

1.2f

1.2h

	14


	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand the different methods of hosting a Podcast online


	Hosting the Podcast:

Research using the internet where you find Podcasts and identify sites where Podcasts can be listened to and downloaded

Identify 3 different methods of hosting a Podcast online

Assess the positives of each method

Assess the negatives of each method

State which you believe to be the best method for the Podcast that has been produced and why


	
	1.3

	15
	By the end of the lesson students should:

· Understand the strengths and areas for development in the Podcast produced in 1.2


	Consider the success of the Podcast created in 1.2

For each of the individual elements created in 1.2 indentify the strengths and areas for development

Taking the Podcast as a whole consider it’s success and discuss whether you and/or your peers feel it would compete with the examples listened to as research

Peer and self evaluate the Podcast in terms of whether it is thought to be worthy of download and listening

If the podcast were to be hosted online do you think it would chart? How many downloads do you think it would achieve?

If you were to create another Podcast what have you learnt from this experience that would make you do things differently?


	
	1.4
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